The

ofthe  NEW Covenant

Introduction

by Bary Fischer C.PES.

s | write this aticle | still have

fresh in ny mind images of an
expetience | ecenty had while visiting
our Missionaies in Altamira, Brazil,
aong with Fr. Lu's Filipe, Geneal
Councilor

It was a hot and humid Sundafter
noon in Noember vhen the city of
Altamira celdrated the REast of the
Queen of theAmazon, Our Lad/ of
Nazaeth. Nedy a thousand people}
filled the steets br the outdoor mces
sion which at times stretched two
blocks long We pryed we sangwe

Lady for almost thee hous! All the |
Missionaies of the Recious Blood in
Altamira paticipated in the pocession
led by Bishop Erwin KrSutler

Procession of Our Lady of theddious Blood, Guatemala

The Madonna
a house or the hospitahere the people Of the PreCIOUS BIOOd

See pge 14* by Beniamino Conti, C.P®

We would stop occasiongllin front of

ike all of the ged missionaies Before discussing its spiual signii-
Woman who were dedicated to popular cancel would like to ofer a sletch of
of the New Covenant missions,St. Gaspar also had his pic the histoical chaiacter of the imge. Dr.
by Angelita Myerscough, AS.C. 4 | tyre of the Madonna of the Missions™a@fna Antonietta De Angelis has
alread/ made an xpett examindion of

The Sorowful Mother and he a!so ordeed its usen the the imaye from an atistic pepsectve.
Leads Us to Adar Christ Congegation. In the tadition of the
by Robet Kunisch, C.PB. 7 | Congegation of Missionaries of the

] Most Precious Blood, this picture, THE HISTORY OF THE
Our Lady of the Racious which represents the Madonna and orPAINTING OF THE MADONNA

Blood in Poland &éday her iight the infint &sus diering the OF THE MISSIONS

by Winfried Wemter C.PES. ° chalice of his Blood has been igen Some wgidence ass¢& thd Pius VI
Mary® Many Faces vatious titles: Our Lady Help of gave this im@e to St. Gaspar fen he
in the Xingoe Chiistians, the Madonna of the entusted the mading of missions in

by Clemens de Oliveira, A.S.C. 12 | Missions,the Madonna of the Cupnd the Rapal Staes to him. In &éct, on the
the Madonna of the Bcious Blood See net page *
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bad of the painting of the Madonna of

the Pecious Bloodgiven a nes bak-

ing & the end of the nineteenth centu

ry and nev preseved in the miseum
in Albano Laziale ther is a saull
with the following inscription: Oln
memoy. By the testimony of old
Missionares and mentioned ybthe
Most Reverend Giacinto Btroni, who
brought it back from OSar GigiaO
[GaspaO niece], and by Most
Reverend D Nicola Rgliuca,the pe-
sent Auxilium Christianoum, the
image used b Venesble Gaspar in the
holy missions...is the ainal pictue.
Brother Adeoddo De Hlippis staes
tha he has aliays head it agreed tha
this image was dgven ly PiusVIl to
our Venesble [Gaspar]. Joseh
Scaeer Missionay. Rome, 16
September 1898

Tha the painting of the Madonna
Auxilium Chiistianorum, preseved in
the museum ofAlbano Laziale is the
original tha St. Gaspar used to &k
with him on the missions is pend
doubt.That this imaye is the oneigen
by PiusVIl according to the testimon
of De Hlippis is not suppded ly evi-
dence in the canonicalquesses of St.
Gasparas fr as | hae been ble to
detemine Thus it is not posslb, as
De Hlippis affirms, tha this painting
of the Madonna of the Bcious Blood
was gven ly PiusVIl to St. Gaspar
because he dminly would hae left
some notice of thisvent in his wit-
ings or we would find some mention

The Madonna of the Ecious Blood

in the mission) the doice of the

of it in the dgositions of the canonical painting of the Madonnaag up to the

process.

For the est,we knaw tha in the frst
missions peated in Beneento and
in Frosinone lg order of PiusVIl in

1815-1816jn which St. Gaspaas he
himself sgs, was ony the Ocaetaler

OYou will have to plan
to tell Spaladoro
that he should make
a beautiful Madonna
for our Missions; a
beatiful one, not sad
looking.O

9%

director of the mission. ltar on,after
the founddion of the Congegation
(15 August 1815),the missionaes
used to ta& along on} the painting of
the Madonna del Soccwy of Don
Gaetano Bonnanfjrst supeior of the
house of San dlice in Gianoso tha
St. Gaspalin a letter of 22 Neember
1820 to missionar Don Hancesco
Pieantoni, simply cals it the
OMadonna of BonnafiValentini, in
his deposition, always refers to this
OMadonna del SocemOvhen speak

Nevertheless, after Bonnani was
appointed bishop of Norcia in
December of 1820another painting
began to be used as the standard
Madonna of the Missions,O one
which St. Gaspar &quenty callsOny
MadonnaGn his lettes. This is the
Madonna of the Cup thas the topic
of this aticle. As a mdter of fact,
beginning with the mission graded
in Rome fom 8 though 21 December
1820 & the dwrch of San Nicola in
Carcere (where theArchconfratemity
of the Pecious Blood s instituted),
he will always use the painting @his

ing of the Madonna of the missionsMadonnad

prior to 1820.Therefore, in the same
letter of 22 November 1820 to
Piemantoni, who was in esidence in
Giano with Bonnani, St. Gasapar

In a letter of 13 Nwember 1825 to
Sig. Giovanni Fancesco 8mucci di
Offida, Saint Gaspar lets us kmwaha
the image of his Madonn®used to be

affirms decisiely: OThe Madonna of caried on the missionybother mis

our missions will alvays be unibrm:

sionaies nav decease@®Gaspar onl

for now the imae of Bonnani is to be had the balice in the hand of the

usedO

infant Bsus aded In the same letter



to Palmucci he wites tha in ORome
there is no inbrmation as to wo
painted ny Madonna.The one vino
added the halice is Signor BzziO
Probably St. Gaspar also hado®zi
add the glden gwn of the Inant,
whose innocent and tender little lyod
was estoed to its aginal form dur
ing the estoation caried out in 1984.
The painting is #ributed to Pmpeo
Batoni (1708-1787)during his youth-
ful period. Baoni produced the paint
ing of the Sa@d Hear venegted in
Rome a&the dwrch of the Gese.

Saint Gaspar hadsal copies of the
painting madedr his missionades. He
did not want them to have other

images painted and then usear fthe
missions. In a letter of 1uly 1836 to
Don Oiazio Bracaglia he wites with

delicagy but with firmness:Ol do not
knowv whether it is tue tha you had
some infuence on the e design of
our imge of the most hgl Mary of

our Missions. If this is tre, | would

not be hle to gve it my approval. It

would be a mistakO

faith on his Blood.O

invites sinnes to mak use of this
divine remegd, prepared br men
with sud urgent love to wipe out
their sins and to lothe them
again with virtue

The Veneable Founder estab-
lished tha& our piests mak use
of the imae in the missions...

Thus,accoding to this &plandion the
infant &sus pesents thehalice of his
Blood to his Mother and she viites
sinnes to Omak use of the dine
remed,Onot onl tha they be puified
of their sins It also in oder to be
clothed @ain with all of the vitues.

Another inteesting desdption-inter

pretaion of the imge of the Madonna

The eproductions of the Madonna of of Saint Gaspar isigen in the dposi

the Missions had to be pedt and

tion of SaintVincent Rillotti (1795-

OThe fundamental meaning intended in t
painting is the dering of the chalice by
the Infant to all those who fix their gaze

E

he

C

u

ofp

o

f

"

dance of diine mecy in favor of e

all of us miseable sinnes. N

Thus, accoding to this intepretdion, V?/
the Infant, moved ty the peyers of

Mary, offers to the eteral Father his C

Precious Blood to obtain thdandance 3

of divine mecy in favor of sinnes. e

n

What is to be said of these twinter a

pretdions? It seems to me tihey are ?

not faithful to the languge of the
painting itself The painting pesents
Mary and & her ight the infint &sus,
who ofers the dalice of his Blood

With her left hand the Madonna holds

up the In&nt and with heright invites
the viewer to receve the chalice
offered by her son.

To whom does dsus difer the halice?
In the painting both theyes of the

beautiful. He wites thus in Mg 1837 1850) duing the canonical pcesses Infant and those of his Mother are
to his niece Luigia, asking her to of Saint Gaspar. Speaking of the directed to the obseer, from whaever
reped his \ery words to the painter Marian devotion of Saint Gaspawith angle of viev. Thus it does not seem
respect to this inge of the Madonna that in first place the Irefnt pesents the

Luigi Spalladoo: OYu will have to
plan to tell Spalladar tha he should
malke a beautiful Madonnaof our
Missions; a beautiful onenot sad-
looking, not with a dawn-down face
not languid Tell him very clealy what
| am pointing out hexO

THE SPIRITUAL SIGNIFICANCE
OF THE RAINTING

Saint Gaspar dos not speak in an
explicit manner dout the spitual sig
nificance ofOhis Madonna@ither in
his lettes or in his peading. In the
rule of the Missionaes of the Recious
Blood one inds a desdption of the
image in thePrassiof the Rule (ar 6):

...And [it is also] a custom of the
Congegation tha in our durch-
es thee be an altar on lnch is
displayed for the \enestion of
the faithful the image of the
Blessedvirgin Mary who holds
in her ams the Irdint esuswho
holds in his ight hand the lkal -
ice of his Pecious Blood in a
gestue of showing it to his
Mother The same Blessadrgin

of the Pecious BloodPallotti affirms:

This same actke faith tavard the
gred Mother of God following
the xample of other missiongar
saints,induced him to inlude in
his reguldions for Missions tha

chalice of his Blood to his motheas
article 6 of the Prassi suggests, nor
does he der it to the heaenly Father,
in Pallotti® intepretaion. Therfore,
given tha the ges of the Irdint and of
the Madonna meet the gaz of the

a semon on the Madonna shouIdObsever directy and gven tha the

be gven, urging the people to
have devotion to her g bringing
bebre them the sacred and
devout image of May...

Tha image, | believe tha | can
s&, could be called thexpres
sion of the Sesnt of God&faith
in most hoy Mary and in the
infinite power of the most
Precious Blood of her gine Son
Jesus,since one sees in thpic-
ture a loving invitation stinulat-
ing heats to deotion to her |
mean to sathat the imae of our
dear Mother Mar is holding the
child Jesus in heright hand He
is holding a balice in his ight
hand strengthening the a@ptue
of Mary® irvitation to ofer the
most Precious Blood to the
Divine Father to obtain thelaun-

Infant ofers the obsater the talice of

his Blood and the Madonna with her

right hand irites the obseer to accpt
it, there is no doubt thahe fundamen

tal meaning intended in the painting is

the ofering of the dalice ly the Infant
to all those o look & the painting

those vio fix their gaze of faith on his
Blood, as if to epea for them the
words of the last suppe®©Bke this all
of you and dink. This is the cup of m
blood for the nev and etemal corenant,
poured out br you and ér all in remis

sion of sin®The Madonnaginforces
this with her lwing gaze and with the
gestue of her ight hand welcoming
the ofering of her Son.

Who would refuse sule an ofering

made ly sud a tender and innocent

Infant, reinforced as it is ¥ the face of
his Mother so beautiful andveeet?u
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Woman of the New Covenant

CRITERIA FOR RENEWAL
OF DEVOTION TO MARY

In 1974,Pope RuwlVI issued a beauti
ful and dallengng goostolic exhorta

tion to encouage renaval of devotion

to the BlesseW®irgin Mary in the post
Vatican Council Il peod. Its Lain

title, Marialis Cultus,is usualy trans

lated To Honor Mary. In this docu

ment, Christians ae encouaged to
Ogruine cedive actvityOin degen

ing their love for Mary. Religous fam

ilies in paticular ae called to upde

and enev their devotion to her

Part one of the document deals with

the place of Mar in liturgy. Part two
sets brth seven pinciples or citeria
for renaval of devotion to May: it is
to beTrinitarian, Christological, ecde-
sial, biblical, liturgical, ecumenicalijn
accod with the tadition of the burch,
and anthropolaically sound. In
reflecting on OV¥man of the Ne
Covenant) it seems appropiiate to

examine this title in the light of these| -

criteria gven by Pope Rl VI for
renaval of devotion to Mary.

A TRINITARIAN
AND CHRISTOLOGICAL TITLE

The titte OWman of the New
CovenantOsugyests the fullness of
Mary® reldionship with &sus,who

estadlished the ne covenant in his |

blood, and who IS the n& covenant
bond in his wn peson. It ecalls
Mary@ relation to the Hoy Spirit, who
is the soul and sandgf of the na
covenant peoplelikewise, it indicates
her relaion to the Rther, Source of all
Being whose promises of God®@
covenant fdelity are completel ful-
filled.

by Angelita Myerscough, ASC

As Woman of the New Covenant,

cded him as son of a genant people
She is his companion and intitea
spiitual associate in the Pasdal
Mystelty, through which he has eska

Mary is daughter parxeellence of our lished the ne covenant in his lmod.

God who irvites us to a ne relation-

e 'l.'u_1.-iﬁ.l._.l.l_
-'-||l.1l.\,. .."\--';“J

Cdling Mary Woman of the New

Woman of the New Covenant B A.SGeneralate

ship,no longer as sefants lut as til-
dren who can nw call God@\bbaO

Mary is mother of the Redeeme&he
formed his mind and heaas she edu

call God OAbbad.O

OAs Woman of the New Covenant, Mais
daughter par excellence of our God, w
invites us to a newetationship, no longey
as sevants but as chilém who can now

he

Covenant,we acknovledg her as
spouse of the Hgl Spiit, the one
upon vwhom the Spit® love is poued
out in utmost fullnessfrom the frst
moment of her immacuta concetion
to the Spiit@ dothing her in adiant
glory a her assumption into hean.

ECCLESIAL

Mary is indeedWoman of the Ne
Covenant asifst member of God@ev
covenant people the Chalr. She is the
most Bessed of all dsusdisciples in
the Chuch, for she heat the word of
God and Wed it. (Cf Lk 11:27-28)



She vas the aliant woman,faithful to
her Lod even to Calary, when all lut
one of the postles,on whom Chist
had bunded the Chgh, had &an
doned him inéar

According to tedition, it was to May
that the whole Chuch was entusted in
the peson of dhn: OVWman, behold
your son. Sonbpehold yur mothe©
(In 19:25-27)

Mary is prototype of the Church,

God® nav covenant peopleln her is
reflected and realizd all that the

Church is called ly God to be and to
become

Mary is associged with &sus in the
formaion of the Church, both as

mother of théVord Incanae, head of
the Chuch, and as spitual associte

with Jesus the mediar who founded
the Chuch in his Bood.

Down through the ges,Mary contin
ues to be the most perful inteices
sor for the Chueh, just as she as d
Pentecost. As Paul VI affirmed in
Marialis Cultus: OMay®@ mary-sided
mission to the people of God is
supenaural reality which operates
and beas fruit within the bog of the
ChurchO

BASED IN THE SCRIPTURES

To cal Mary Woman of the New
Covenant paallels the OldTestament

OThis title 'eminds
us that the new
covenant will not
be completely eal-

ized until al are

truly made one i
Othat beautiful ar
er of things which

the geat Son of
God came to estal
lish in his BloodO.

usaje wherby God® chosen people
are calledOsons [and daughsgof the
covenantO

This title points to her as theoman

athrough whom God écilitates the t@&an-

sition from the old to the mecovenant
through her motherhood oésus,and
through her assodian with him in his
pastal mission.

Cdling Mary Woman of the New
Covenant is especially in harmory
with the image of May sugested in

the dbhannine witings of the Ne
Testament. In theolirth gospel,chgp-
tes 2 and 19, we find the title
Owoman®on the lips of dsus as he
addressed Mary at Cana and on
Calvary. OThe woman@n the Book of
Revelation, chapter 12,is inteipreted
in Chiistian tradition as both Marand
the Chuch. In Revelaion 11:19 to
12:6 the ole of Othe wman&eems to
be dealy relaed to theArk of the
Covenant.

Pope Ruwl VI interprets May® word
at Cana,ODo vhaever he tells puGin
a covenant perspectie: OThose
wordsEare seen in the conteof St.
John® Gospel to e-edo the vords
used ly the people of Isrel to gve
approval to the ceenant & Sinai and
to renav their commitment&

Cettainly the titleWoman of the Ne

Covenant can stinlate reflection on
Mary® mle in rgard to covenant as
the cental biblical theme in both tes
tamentspld and nev.

CELEBRATED
IN THE LITURGY

The title is in harmory with the
Church® liturgy from mary peispee
tives. Primaily, this title suggests
Mary® relaion to the Eubaist, the
center of Chistian liturgy. The Olood
of the nev and eerasting coenantO
is & the \ery heat of the Eubaiistic
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celébration. This Hood of Eksus vas well as the sdéring and painAlso
physicaly taken from MaQ/@ body these tgts rfer to May@® mle as
with her consent. Inesusistoical model br the whole people of Gadn
offering of himself in sheding tha filling Qup waat is lading in the suf
blood, Mary was most intimeely asse  fejings of Chist for the sak of his

ool WSAESEN b, the ChuehOrhe sering paye
an e . .
N . f h
ence & eah Eudaiistic celdration antiphons explicitly focus on the
covenant.

has beenand contimes to beremem
bered in the centdl thanksgving prayer.

ECUMENICAL APPEAL
Reflecting on May asWoman of the
New Covenant can help ouemember
ing the whole nystery of sahation in
the couse of the litugical year It can
also depen our celeration of Mary®
feasts,especialf since the evision of
the Lectionay and Beviary.

This title seems to meet theteria of
an ecumenicalp@peal,as &pressed in
the pgal document on detion to
Mary. It would appear to please
beliavers across the spectrum of
Chiistian belief because it is so solidI

OIbelief conceming Mary tha are most
immedigely relaed to wha the
Sciiptures tell us bout her

For example the frst reading selecte
for the vigil of the feast of the
Assumption (I Chonides 15:3 to 16:2,
the tiumphal enty of the ak of the Futhemor, OVdman of the New
covenant into Jerusalem),sugests CovenantGugests the impdance of
clealy a corenant paallel with Mary. a geruine ecumenical spiron the par

OMary was a Osing womanO, a Qmpoter of
justice that liberates the ogwmised and o
charity that aids the needyO.O

)

Similarly, the doice br the frst rad of all of us.This title reminds us tha

womanQ@vho reverses theale of Evw,

the woman though whom,along with
Adam, sin came into the arld. Mary

is thisOner womanOn her functions,
in her elaionship with &sus,and in
her \ery person.

Cettainly the title br Mary, which has
a place in the Litanof Loreto, Ark of
the CavenaniQis another indiction in
tradition of the appropriateness of
calling her Woman of the New
Covenant.

ANTHROPOLOGICALLY SOUND

In developing this citerion, Pope Ruwl
VI intended thaour enaved deotion

biblical, stressing those aspects of ouf0 Mary should emphasg first, those

chaacterstics of May tha are espe
cially meaningful to humankind

today; and secong| tha the imaye of
Mary as woman tha is expressed in
our devotion should be antbpolagi-

cally sound

These aspects of d&tion to May are
developed in several paragraphs
dwelling on Mary@ womanhood
emphasizing thashe is a wman or
our times,when theOequality and co-
responsibility@f women with men is
being ecanized in the unning of the
family, as vell as in the sphes of pol
itics and emplgment,and wide-ang
ing social and cultad fields.

ing on the éast of theAssumption
itself (Reveldaions 11:19 to 12:10)
which begins with the erse on thérk
of the Caoenant papeaing in heaen)
seems to lend covenant and wman in
one single visionpne symbolic imge

the nev covenant will not be complete
ly realized until ALL are tuly made We should reca@ynizz Mary as an
one in Otha beautiful oder of things actve rather than a pass woman.
which the gea Son of God came toShe isthe pope saidbne with vhom
estalish in his Blood)(This stiking God dialgues and WwoseOactie and
phrase comes &m a letter of Blessedresponsite consent@od sought dr

Maria de Mdtias.) Olviously, this title
is very gopropriate to use in myer for

For the A_‘UQUSt 2_2 éast O_f May® Christian unity when we pray for unity
Queenshipthe doice of theifst read through May@® intecession.

ing (Isaiah 9:1-6) is a messianic pa:
segge culminating in the covenant
promise to Daid@® royal line. Its devo-
tional use on this M#&an feast pdrays
Mary as the wman though whom tha
royal covenant pomise vas fulilled.

of Mary.

IN ACCORD WITH TRADITION

In mary ways it can be shen tha the
titte Woman of the N& Covenant is in
profound accad with the Chuch® tra-
The revised liturgical texts for the dition, especiayl with the tradition
September 15 dast of Our Lag of expressed in wtings from the edy
Sorows, both for the Mass and thecentures, rooted as the are in the
office, clealy indicae her shdang in Sciptures. One wll-known example is
the fullness of the @&dal Mystey, tha of Mary asOthe wmanQOwho is
that is, the resurection and gloy as the countgpat of Eve. She is théOne

God® poject of the wrld@ salation.
Mary was aOstong womanOa Opo-
moter of justice that liberates the
oppressed and ofhaiity that aids the
need.O

Hence it does seem sound and in line

with the Chuch® teabing on deo-
tion to Mawy to use a simple biical

title and call hemot just vigin, moth
er or queenbut very basicaly, Ovo-
manOGiven the cenglity of the co-
venant theme in all sadtion histow, it
seems ppropriate and fuly in accod
with the citeria gven ty Pope RwulVI

in Marialis Cultusto adiress May as
Woman of the N& Covenant.u



n his recent Apostolic Letter,
RosaiumVirginis Mariae, Pope dhn
Paul Il points out the Clstocentic
inspiration of the Rosar. In meditéing
on the Samwful Mysteries, he sgs
tha they O...help the belier to elive
the de#h of susjo stand athe ot of
the coss beside Mgr to enter into the
depths of God®love for man and to
expeiience all its lie-gving poverO
The Sorowful Mother is the one ho
always bings us to a tre adoation of
the Blood of dsus Chist.

When Fther Bunner esthalished the
Shiine of Our Sorowful Mother, he

cettainly intended thait would be a
place of payer for pilgrims to come to
appreciae and gow in the love of the
Mother of Godand though her inspi

ration to a geaer love of the Blood
tha Christ shed on our behalHis

motto was,OLwe the Mother of Go®
As missionaies Pllowing St. Gaspar
we ae avare of his dgotion to May

and his special mission pictuof the
Madonna of the Fcious Blood

The Sorowful Mother Shine over the
past 152 gars has dawn pilgrims to
the shine and the manMissionares

by Robet Kunisch, C.PB.

of the Pecious Blood with Mar@

help hae biought these pilgms to a
gred love of the Blood of Chst. As

they pray in contemplation of the

images of the Seowful Mother, she
leads them to contempéanot just her
own sorow as the Mother of Cist,

but the temendous bee of her Dvine

son br ead of us.

The histoy of the shine reflects haov

Father Bunner vas a missiongr to

the Geman-speaking immignts in
the United States. He found these

wooded aaes and bwught the state
of the Sorowful Mother hee as a
place of payer and a place of pitgn-

age reflecting the shine and pilgim-

age places of his homelanthe shine

was to be a place of honor andvae
tion to the Mother of Gadit was also
a means ofeminding the immigants
of their homeland andadition.

A PILGRIMAGE PLACE
FOR MANY PEOPLES
AND CULTURES

Father imes McChe eflected in his

Tihe Sorrowtul Mother
Leadls Us to Adore Christ

history of the shine hav succeeding
ethnic immigants bllowed into the
Omelting pot6¥ the United Stees and
discovered the shine as a myerful
place to remember their roots and
enjoy their native language and
prayers. Thus the Italian, Polish,
Slovenian, Hungarian, and Slovak
days reflected their old-counyr love
and deotion to May. The diferent
cultures meld with the cerdtlity of
devotion to the Mother of God and
through her to a contemplation of
Christ. The Shine contirues to host
these ethnic @ups and has ded
over the as Blak Caholics, the
ChaldeansHispanic peoples from
Mexico, Pueto Rico,Cuba and other
Latin Ameilican nations, and more
recent immigrants: the Filipinos,
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VietnamesgKoreans and Indonesians.

Their different cultues ae meged in

unity by the deotion to the Mother of
God and in the Eumaitstic Blood of

Chiist.

With the contemporary increase in
tourism, pilgrims arive from all the
Staes of America, since the shine is
locaed near Intestge routes 80 and
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naries.O

OAt the Sorowful Mother Shrine the missic
naries do not travel to the people, but {
people travel to the Shrine and the misg

90. Pilgim tourists ging to and fom
their destindons talke time out or
prayer d& the Shine of May. These
toulists are aso from many other
countiies visiting in the United Stes.

The histoy of the Shine is a histoy
of the Missionaes of the Recious
Blood. The mary priests and lothess

the people avel to the Shine and the

missionaies. With about 100,000 pil
grims and visitos thioughout the gar
the missionar actwvity continues.

RECONCILIATION THE MOST
IMPORTANT MIRACLE

Over the yas maty have come to the

who seved d the Shine for these past Shiine to see the specialvbrs of God : _
through the interession of the Blessedadoer, is the one Wo entes in a spe

152 yeas prodaimed the spituality
of the Blood of Chist. Mary visiting
Missionaies hae come to the sime

Mother. With varous aflictions and
troubdes the Saowful Mother helps

to pread for special occasions andthem in their gef or afliction. Some

have assisted with the sfial works
of the Shine. They contirued in the
footstws of St. Gaspar andather
Brunner promoting the lge of the
Blessed Mother and Detion to the
Precious Blood of Chist. The histoy
of the mission band as to bing this
messge to many parishes. At the
Sorowful Mother Shine the mission
alies do not tavel to the peoplebut

indeed my have receved cues or
mitigation of their illness or dffcul-
ties, while others are assisted in
acceting their cosses of lié. Perhgs
there were plysical cues or miades
through the intecession of May.

The most impdant miades, howev-
er, are the mirades of conversion.
Shiines ae to be places akconcilia-
tion. This is SO necessain our Soci

2001).

(Ctcees:Spain,2001).

NEW PUBLICATIONS

Sangue di Cisto, Sangue dellOUomndici degli Atti del Cento
Studi Sanguis Chisti (Blood of Chiist, Human Blood Index of the
Proceedings of the Centepf the Stug of the Blood of Chist), edi
ted by Beniamino ContiC.PPS. (Roma,2002).

Testi Ratristici sul Sangue di Cisto VII: Padri GreciV, edited ly
Tullio Veglianti, C.PPS. (Roma,Pia Unione Rrziosissimo Sangue

Maryja: Siostra - Matka - Kr—lwa (Mary: Sister - Mother - Queen)
by Winfried Wemter, C.PPS. (Czstotiowa: POMOC,2002).

Jornadas de Espitualidad de la Peciosa SangueVI: Testigps de la
Sange de Cisto Ayer y Hoy (Sixth Workshop on Pecious Blood
Spirituality: Witnesses of the Blood of Clst Yesteday and Today)

If you ale inteested in these publications,
please contact the Generalate.

ety tody and has been a constant
theme of our Hgl Father, Pope dhn
Paul Il. He hasapededly encouaged

"N pilgrimages br the jouney of life for
. all Chiistians and has mentioned this
51@s a special postolic work and pur

pose of all shines. The missiondes

today contirue to ofer an dundance
of times br the saament of econcit

iation.

As | finished witing these lines the
latest coy of The Wine Cellar (Fall
2002) arived It contained thedilow-
ing excempt from an aticle by Father
Robet Sdreiter;, CPPS which cap-
tures the spirit of the Sorrowful
Mother:

OMay as the if st disciple as the i st

OThe most impadiant
miracles, however,
are the miracles of
conversiorshrines
are to be places of
reconciliation®

cial way the Risdhal Mystey. The
Gospel of John portrays Mary as
standing & the ot of the coss of
Jesus.There is rmuch of the lie of
Jesus vhich no doubt had not been
clear to herTha it ends in his puic
execution as a éminal and the dash
ing of all his deams is indeed averd
which pierces her hear In this, she
suffers with all the vamen vhose sons
go to pison, who ae misundestood
and misjudgd by legal authoities,
whose deams 6r a better lig ae
crushed Mary® walking with her son,
her not &#andoning him on the ass,
her taking his dead bgdnce gain in
her ams as she once contenigld
him as an irdint,shavs us theitlelity
of God® being with us in the midst of
the most anshing disppointmen)

The Shine ministes pray the Angelus
daily with the pilgims and alays
condude: OOut Layg of the Pecious
Blood, pray for us!Qu



Our Lady of the Precious Blood
IN POLAND TODAY

n his messge to the Seenteenth
I Geneal Assemly the
Missionares of the Recious Blood on
14 Setember 2001Pope dhn Rl 1l
invited the entie Congegation to a
special elaionship to May: O...pu
must look always to the Woman
Olothed with the sun, the moon

of

crown of twelve starsO(Reveldion
12:1)0

Faithful to this irvitation, a nev artis-
tic intempretdion of theWoman of the
Apocaypse was installed in St
Josh® Hall of the Shine of the
Precious Blood in Czestebowa at
Easter of this gar The imaye is fnd-
ing widespead accptance as a @e-

by Winfried Wemnter C.PFS.

tional picture. This means a new
accent 6r Marian piety not onl for
the Society of the Brious Blood bt
also br Poland which for six hunded
yeas had been maiplunder the spe

sion house in Gzstetiova in 1983
(during the Comranist iegime), mary
thousands of copies of a littlegyer
book on the Precious Blood were
already reading all pats of Poland
through Polish pilgrims retuning
from Rome On the title pge one

cial influence of thBlak Madonna® aways sav the irviting gestue of the
beneth her ket,and on her head aof Jasna Gaa. This nav idea does not Christ Child, who, in the ams of his
intend to eplace either th®Queen of Mother, offers the dialice of salation.

PolandQor the taditional epresenta

tion of theOMadonna of the Chali€e

which in Poland hasxpelienced ael-
atively widespead dissemiriion as
OMother and Queen of theePBious
Blood.O

Even bebre the Missiondes of the
Precious Blood opened theirgt mis

After the Missionaries arrived in
Poland they manaed to hae these
same booklets reproduced under-
ground In getting them pinted it was
no accident thathe ed color of the
cover gppeaed to be identical todty
standads: the same madxnes vhich
printed Comnanist popaganda mee-

The Madonna of the Bcious Blood caied in pocession in Poland
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rial during the dg were tuning out
pictues of the Madonna of the
Precious Blood anight! In retrospect
we ae \ery much OindetedOto the
Comnunists br this deotion to May.

In order to eceve a visa to stain
Poland | had to assume the &ia of a
student.The outcome of m studies
could be tassifed as a kind of incul
turation, because | vate a disséation
with the title: Ohe Maian Pictue of
St. Gaspar del Bufalo against the
Badground of Contempanry Marian
Devotion in PolandOThis work brings
together the tw images of May tha
at first glance ppear to be so diérent
b the sapwful, wounded Madonna of
Jasna Gaa and the jgful Madonna of
Easter vihho offers the Eubaiistic cup
through her SonThe connection of
these two images of May is in itself a
symbol of the missiongrwork of the
Society of the Precious Blood in
Poland It is not, therefore, merely a
hamonizaion of different Maran tra-
ditions (or example the gpeal of
Jasna Gaa, the osaw, vigil prayer &
Jasna Gaa, and so 6rth).

THE SPIRITUAL MEANING
OF THE MADONNA OF THE CUP

At the time of St. Gaspar itas cus
tomawy for every religious oder tha
organized missionar patish renavals
(Opopular missionsO) tovkats avn
Madonna. With the Missionaies of
the Precious Blood the Madonna
of the Pecious Blood s cetainly
more than a kind ofOcompanlogo.O
Tha was and is seen inoRand not
only in the spiituality of comnunity
lif e kut also in the strcture of evange-
lization.

The cup in the hand ofedus has a
twofold meaningit is not on{ a sym

1O bol of the oficial priesthood bt also

Another pocession honors the Madonna of theciius Blood

of the unversal presthood On the one Under the infuence of the Madonna of

hand it calls to mind Cist, the high

the Pecious Blood the sptuality of

priest,and on the other it calls to mindthe cup plgs a elaively large role in

Mary, who, patticularly at the oot of
the Cross, embodies the common
priesthood of all belieers.

She is heself a kind of Wing dcalice
who allowvs heself to be illed with the
Blood of Chist. Through faith, hope
and love she shas (and all o with
her belize, hope and lee) in the
redemptve sacifice of Chist.

Poland The dalice became the sym
bol of Maly® fundamental ttitude of
humility. One can &quenty find in
reflections the cenéd theme thaone
should imitae Mayy in being aOlving
chaliceOtha is to sg tha one would
be open to the will of God (Nazzh),
filled with the lore of God pouwed out
on the coss (Golgtha),and ead to



allow oneself to beOshadOin the
missionay work (apostolde).

THE MISSIONARY MEANING
OF THE MADONNA
OF THE PRECIOUS BLOOD

In the missionary work in Poland
Mary is potrayed especia§l as the
one vho in her postw of faith lives

entirely out of the vord of God In

practical pastal cae this means tha
Mary is presented as the onehwin a
special vay helps us iie accoding to

the Word of Life. This is pimarly a

matter of a basic openness arehdi

ness or the word of God The pacti

cal pastoal cae of the Missionaes

also ofers a method of consciouaith

practice (especiall for beginners) to

live accoding to a dehite OVrd of

LifeO

The method involves choosing for
oneself a wrd or phase fom the
Sciiptures,which then helps as aipr
cipal themedr growth in the Chistian
life. This can also be called aligble

practice br one® life based on the

Easter or Pastia Mystery. In the
course of the dpa ead of us encoun
ters all sots of nev difficulties, small
and ged. The one wWo accets these
difficulties with fith in the vord of
God as May did, and in comrmnion
with her &peliences (&least in mini

mal form) the esurection as wll.
This passing eer (Opas@O) fom sok
row to joy, from inner tension to peace
b thanks todith and the commnity of
faith B is the basic Chtian &peii-
ence and is the lole point of mis
sionay work.

Thus May plays a special ale in
Poland B just as in the time of St.
Gaspar Mary has on her arm the
Christ Child who caries the balice of
redemptve Blood in his hands in a
gestue of irvitation: a connecting of
the nystely of the incanaion with the
Pastal nystey. The dalice which
recalls the bloody suffering of
Golgotha,is edipsed ly the loveliness

OThe chalice, whichecalls the bloody st
ring of Golgotha, is eclipsed by the love
ness of the child and by the brightness
Easter joy which appearseflected in the
countenance of the mothker

of
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